From: SCCA Chicago Region claire@sccachicagoregion.ccsend.com
Subject: Chicago Region Piston Patter
Date: May 6, 2026 at 9:22 AM
To: kevin.bowmani@gmail.com

Quick Links
Region Website

Welcome to the May 2026 Piston Patter Newsletter. The Quick

Club & Membership Links on the left will allow you to easily connect to the Region
Incentive Programs website for detailed information on the various Region activities.
Road Racing If you have any event or personal interest articles for the
Autocross/Solo Newsletter, please contact Peg Ball at 815-679-6780.
Contacts/ Classified
Motorsportreg
2026 2026 Chicago Region
Event Calendar Board of Directors
May 3, 2026 Dave Tatge — Region Executive--------- 630-880-0406
g?E’BEl%’e”t v2v Anthony Serrecchia - Assist RE--------- 847-997-4845
aceway Linda Novak — Secretary------------------ 847-337-7897
May 16, 2026 Rick Bentson— Treasurer----------------- 708-289-5254
South Elgin High School Peter LeSueur 630-569-5026
Car Show, Region Display Chris Dvorak 630-750-7524
Jeff Kumler 773-495-8500
#"ay kZS 2026 Heather Ingraham 847-471-3218
rack Day ; a _274-
Autobahn South Rich Walke 847-274-0283
June 5-7, 2026
June Sprints Nationals
Road America
WeatherTech'
June 13 &14, 2026 /—{ R e e
Chicago Challenge Solo J””[SFHI
Rt 66 Raceway
June 21, 2026 75 WO AT ANGTE Rde - E L

Track Day
Autobahn South
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Registration closes May 30, 2026

RE Remarks

Greetings Fellow Chicago Region SCCA Members,

Thank You WeatherTech!

On behalf of the Chicago Region, a hearty thank you goes out to WeatherTech for hosting our April
Membership meeting at their Bolingbrook facility. Our gracious hosts Cooper MacNeil and President
Ryan Granger welcomed the group, talked about their extensive motorsports affiliations and
entertained a Q&A session with attendees. They also brought over several WeatherTech race cars for
the group to enjoy some up-close viewing. Certainly, the Chicago Region SCCA is very fortunate to
count this amazing company and motorsports powerhouse as a friend to our club.

The Green Flag is Waving and 2026 is Underway

With April events in the books, we still have plenty of action lined up for the rest of the season...
Touring, Track Events, Autocross and Road Racing. Remember, not only are we seeking entries to
these events but also those willing to volunteer at these events. It's a great way to Be Part of the
Action and develop a new circle of friends along the way. BTW, if you have any social media content
you'd like to share from one of our events, please contact our Chicago Region SCCA intern, Megan
Ricketts, at chicagoregionscca@gmail.com

2027 Board of Directors Nomination Committee

As announced at the April General Membership Meeting, the board’s appointees to the committee are
Peter LeSueur, Brian McGreevy and Roger Vilmur. The board’s nominees for the committee are Sue
Green, Chris Hansen, Anthony Serrecchia and Brian Tomasi. Appointed Members cannot be
challenged. By Petition, the general membership can challenge the board’s nominees by submitting an

alternate slate of four nominees no later than June 20t". The Nominating Committee will report their
final board member selections at the October General Membership meeting and final elections will
occur at the November General Meeting.

June Sprints® 715t Consecutive Running - Please Join Us

To teams and drivers, now is the time to get registered and beat the May 15 parking request and
program listing deadline. To our volunteers, there’s plenty of room to join the team and be part of the
action. We’re back to a two-race event and Road America has recently completed numerous upgrades
so we're in store for a great weekend of racing. Some exciting news...the Competition Committee is
honored to announce WeatherTech’s Cooper MacNeil as this year’s June Sprints Grand

Marshal. During his 15-year racing career, Cooper’s accomplishments include three podium finishes at
the 24hrs of LeMans, 2019 SCCA T2 Runoffs National Champion and 2023 GTD Pro Class win at the
24hrs of Daytona. Be sure to keep an eye out for Cooper and his wife Katie and extend a warm
Chicago Region welcome to them both.

See you at the track and please contact me if | can be of any assistance.

Sincerely,

Dave Tatge

Regional Executive
Chicago Region SCCA

Chicago Region June Sprints
June 5-7, 2026

Road America (4.048 miles)
Sanction # 26-ST-66109

June Sprints is part of the SCCA Hoosier Super Tour and the SCCA Majors
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Drivers should complete the Reserved Parking form to request a parking space. The
biographical information is optional, but please complete it for the announcers. For the 2026
Chicago Region June Sprints, competitor motor home camping in your paddock space is
included in the parking fee. All parking questions should be directed to the Parking
Coordinators at: June Sprints Parking email

Entry fees for the three-day weekend is: $750 Per entry (SRF3/FE2 & SM/SMX is: $780
including compliance fee) We are using deferred billing again this year, so your credit card
will NOT be charged until after June 7, 2025 and no cancellation fee applies if you have to
cancel anytime prior to that date. So, we encourage you to enter early.

PERTINENT DATES FOR THIS EVENT (ALL DATES 2026)
To have same parking space as 2025 (if available), enter by May 3, 11:59 PM CDT
To be listed in the Official Road America Program, enter by May 15, 11:59 PM CDT
Parking request deadline May 15, 11:59 PM CDT
Northern Conference / Central Division reserved car number hold May 24, 12:00 PM CDT
(NOON)
Late Fee of $50 charged for any entry received after May 30, 11:59 PM CDT
Online registration closes May 30, 11:59 PM CDT
Parking fees are non-refundable after May 31, 11:59 PM CDT
Special license confirmation with Topeka, make request by June 2, 6:00 PM CDT
Credit cards will not be processed before June 7

TEST DAY: There will be two Road America Test Days on Wednesday, June 3rd and Thursday,
June 4th for June Sprints event participants. These are track test days AND ARE NOT covered
under the SCCA event sanction and insurance. Register online at: TEST DAY REGISTRATION
LINK

To register and for additional information,
click HERE

At-event Registration will be in the registration building located inside gate 6
Thursday: 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Friday: 6:40 AM - 5:00 PM (workers only until 7:15 AM)
Saturday: 6:45 AM - 3:00 PM (workers only until 7:15 AM)
Sunday: 6:45 AM - 11:30 AM

Chicago Region SCCA
April General Membership Meeting
Wednesday April 15, 2026

Chicago Region SCCA
April General Membership Meeting

The Chicago Region held is second general membership meeting of the year at the WeatherTech
facility at 881 Remington Blvd. Bolingbrook IL. 60440 next store to the WeatherTech Factory Store.
The meeting was called to order by “RE” Dave Tatge at 7pm and Dave conducted the Region’s
business at hand. Per the Region bylaws he reported on the 2026 Chicago Region Nominating
Committee, explained the committee member selection and approval process, and then presented the
names of the individuals appointed and nominated to the 2026 committee. Dave also spoke a bit about
the upcoming competition season. He then introduced our host Cooper MacNeil and the new President
of WeatherTech, Ryan Granger.

Ryan spoke first sharing with us some of what is going on at WeatherTech, and he spoke of how he
was looking forward to participating in our Track Day events and eventually taking part in our road
racing events. Then it was Cooper’s time at the podium. Cooper had brought to the meeting location
four of his past race cars, three BMW'’s of different race classes and competition levels, and one
Porsche. Cooper then shared some racing stories, from his earlier beginnings racing in a Mini Cooper,
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to winning a race in one of the BMWs which was protested. That story sparked a reaction from one of
the race stewards present at the meeting. Cooper also shared a story about a watch he won, how his
father David was waiting and the bottom of the winner’s podium stairs hand out for the watch. Cooper
told his father he was going to keep the watch and promised him one in the future. Years later that day
arrive and as Cooper came off the podium David was there waiting patiently. We would also like to
thank Cooper and Ryan for the light bites/soda and water, the sandwiches were great and the cheese
and cracker tray was fantastic, thank you Cooper and Ryan, and please pass our thanks to the staff.

The program concluded with a presentation about Chicago Region, its member’s stories and capturing
and preserving our history. If you hang around a race track, attend a Solo autocross event, or come to
a club meeting or social gathering no doubt you are going to come across a story. Some are short and
quick, others take more time. We all have stories, some to share with others, some just bring a smile to
your face. Every story is important, fun to share, or just good for a laugh, and the Region wants to hear
them. These stories help introduce an individual, maybe explain their relationship to someone, or
something, the club and the sport. These stories are just an example of how sharing stories create and
maintain our history. We’re looking for stories. Stories which are relevant to the club, the sport and its
members, but also, those stories which may not be connected to a member or group of members, yet
it's a good story and needs to be recorded. We are losing these stories far too fast, some are gone with
its story teller, and others are just forgotten.

You are being asked to share your stories, write them down and send them to the club office
cluboffice@chicago-scca.com so they can be captured and shared. Don’t worry if you’re not a writer,
we have people that can help. Just send us the story, along with your name, email address, and phone
number. We’'ll take care of the rest.

Share a Story
New Feature Addition to Piston Patter

We are looking for stories to feature in Piston Patter along with archiving them. Read the story below
and go back in time.

Over the years many celebrities have been involved with the club and many have raced at Road
America. Here are just a few, Dick Smothers, Paul Newman, Tim Allen, and Craig T. Nelson. The
following is a story about another celebrity that raced with us.

“Back in August 1988 at Road America for the Kettle Moraine Regional Road Race, otherwise known
(at that time) as the Chicken Regional (but that's another story). The Registration barn was all abuzz,
the registrars were all excited and for good reason Tom Cruise was entered in the race. The fact that
he was entered was exciting but it seems he hadn’t completed his entry form and received a letter from
the chief registrar. The letter in the inner circle or registrars meant just one thing, he was coming to
registration. It was early Friday evening, registration was busy, and the weather was a bit cool so the
overhead door was closed. This story teller was just standing outside registration, with my dog, talking
to friends and entrants as they entered the building. Then there he was walking up to the building,
wearing a dark, just a bit soiled one-piece coverall and his hair unkempt. No one noticed him as he
walked into the building, he approached the counter took care of business and was gone, just like
that. No scuttlebutt, no disruptions, he exited as quietly as he entered and disappeared into the
paddock just like every other driver there that weekend.”

Send your story to cluboffice@chicago-scca.com and it may be featured in Piston Patter.
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Stories like these help introduce an individual, maybe explain their relationship to someone, something,
the club and the sport. These stories are just an example of how sharing stories create and maintain
our history. We’re looking for stories, like these and others. Stories which are relevant to the club, the
sport and its members, but also, those stories which may not be connected to a member or group of
members, yet it's a good story and needs to be recorded. We are losing these stories far too fast, some
are gone with its story teller, and others are just forgotten.

You are being asked to share your story, write it down and email it to the Chicago Region office at
cluboffice@chicago-scca.com so it can be captured and shared. Don’t worry if you're not a writer, we
have people that can help. Just send us the story, along with your name, email address, and phone
number. We'll take care of the rest.

We are looking forward to hearing from you, let’s share those good tales.

April 25, 2026

For those members that like to drive your sports cars, you misted an excellent Spring Tour on lllinois
backroads following the Rock River Valley, with planned stops at historic spots. As always, the Region's
rally master, John Sutten, laid out a fun route of twisting turns to test your driving skills. The weather
was perfect for an afternoon drive.

We had an opportunity to take a tour of the John Deer historic site that features a blacksmith shop and
vintage living house.

(g u'l'l'ami;ﬁmr i

We stoped along the bluffs above the Rock River to take a selfie with a 50-foot-tall statue.
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Then we wanted to step back in time to listen to an old-time jukebox and slake your thirst with a root
beer float at an old-time drive in. But unfortunately, they had not open for the summer season yet. Then
there was a stop at an Antique Mall of collectibles and model train items.

The rally ended at the Hairy Cow for a lunch gathering on their outside deck in the beautiful weather.

Brought to you by G.O.A.T.S. “Get Out and Tour Series”

2026 Chicago Region SCCA Fall Tour/Rally
October 24 & 25, 2026

For the 2026 Fall Tour, John and Trudy Sutton are bringing back the famous Sutton’s October Safari
(SOS Rally). The first SOS Rally was run in 1975; a two-day backroads drive to La Crosse Wisconsin
and back. As rally masters, Al and John Sutton have put on some of the best rally events in the
Chicago Region. Since the first SOS in 1975 the rally has taken place several other times over the past
decades. The most recent SOS took place in 1999 titled Sutton’s October Safari “Revisited”. John and
Trudy feel it is time to bring back an SOS rally.

This will be a 2-day tour of some of the finest backroads in southwestern Wisconsin. The tour will begin

in northern lllinois and bring you to La Crosse for an overnight with fellow car friends. The next day will
be another fun drive on challenging scenic roads, ending in the early afternoon in New Glarus.

Detailed rally information and registration will be available soon.
When registration opens there will be a 25 car limit.

Brought to you by G.O.A.T.S. “Get Out and Tour Series”

Spring SCCA Member “Thank You” Party
and Sports Car Show

May 30, 2026 10:00am — 3:00pm
Lake Forest Motorsports

924 Sherwood Ter.
Lake Bluff, IL 60044

May 30 date has been Cancelled

due to scheduling conflicts.

"Thank You" party will be rescheduled for later this fall or early 2027

Chicago Region Helps Support South Elgin High School Car Show
May 16, 2026

The 18th Annual South Elgin High School Car Show will take place Saturday, May 16th from 9 am to 2
pm. Over 100 cars are expected for the event, according to Steve Schertz head of the school’s auto
tech program and Auto Club. Students from the Auto Club organize and manage the show.

The Chicann Reninn helns snnnsor the event and will have a disnlav congistina of 2 memhearshin tent
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and several sports cars. The show is a great way to |ntroduce the Club to young enthu3|asts If you are
interested in showing a special vehicle or race car, please contact Bob Malm at 847-695-0368.

Proceeds from the car show help fund student travel expenses for participation in engine tear down
and the Skills USA state competitions. Steve proudly mentions the auto program successfully qualified
12 students for the Skills USA competition who are among the top 50 in the state.

Plan to join the fun at the car show. The school is located at 760 Main Street, South Elgin. The event is
free to spectators and will feature 25 classes of cars, raffle prizes, food, and student engine tear down
demonstrations.

All the Best,
Bob Malm
847-695-0368.

Chicago Region
Sports Car Club of America
Geneva Concours d’Elegance 2026
August 23, 2026

Chicago Region SCCA will again be a featured group in the 2026 Geneva Concours d’Elegance. The
Geneva Concours has taken place for 20 years and regularly draws well over 200 classics, exotics and
racecars. The Concours organization is a Not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) promoting the “art of the automobile”
to benefit the Northwestern Medicine LIVINGWELL Cancer Resource Center, in Geneva, lllinois. The
Chicago Region’s participation in this event will also support this benefactor.

The concours held on the fourth Sunday of the month (August 23, 2026) is a one-day event located on
south Third St. in Geneva lllinois. The Chicago Region will again also be conducting our own concours
on that day, the “Concours for Sports Cars”. The Region’s concours will be our own car show within
the Geneva Concours. We will have four trophy categories, and the Chicago Region will also be
selecting one vehicle from our display to be a recipient of the prestigious Carl Benz Trophy from the
Geneva Concours d’Elegance. This event is also an opportunity for us the showcase and promote our
club and sport. All vehicles in the Region’s display will need to be in place by 9:00 am and remain on
display until 4:00 pm. The event takes place rain or shine, and secure tow vehicle parking is available.

In order to participate in our concours you will be required to complete a registration form and provide
some written history and a photograph of the vehicle to Steve Laske = 39W881 Barnside Ct. = St
Charles IL. 60175 = 630-258-3820. To request a registration form email Steve at:
laske.steve@gmail.com There are no entry fees for this event, the Chicago Region will be paying all
entry fees and will provide lunches for all participants. The Region’s Concours Committee will be
contacting you as we get closer to the event with additional information and details of the event.

The Chicago Region SCCA is looking forward to this very significant automobile event and truly hope
you can make the commitment and join us as well.

Cheers,

Steve

R. Steven Laske

Chicago Region, Concours Chairman

On The Green Stuff

As a Chicago Region member you can take pride in the dedicated Region members who plan, staff and
participate in foundational events such as the AutoCross Learning Curve and the CenDiv Drivers
School. The tremendous effort and exceptional skill that takes place in presenting those events is often
passed over but never should be taken for granted. Long hours, sleepless nights and countless
checkhsts may be the backbone of success however the heart and bralns come from club members

«_rr A



AT your next event seek out tne siar people, INank ana encourage tnem. ATEr ail tnat IS tneir paycneck,
for they are Volunteers.

In a few short weeks the 715t Chicago Region June Sprints® will take place at Road America. The
event is part of the nationwide “Hoosier Racing Tire SCCA Super Tour”. We invite you to come and see
the best in amateur racing. Better yet sign up and volunteer with one of our great specialties. Enjoy the
best seat in the house!

To be included, please contact the Chicago Region office at 847-729-2211.

Solo Events

April was full of Solo events. We started out April 11 & 12 with our annual Learning Curve autocross
school, which included classroom instruction, in-car coaching, and a full day of runs on Saturday. Then
on Sunday, a full practice autocross event was held. The weekend gave students the chance to learn,
improve, and gain valuable seat time ahead of the season. We had 79 students and workers participate
—thank you to all the volunteers that made this another big success.

Prior to Event 1, we held a Test n Tune on Saturday April 25. We hit the attendance cap of 80 drivers,
and even with a big crowd things went very smoothly. Drivers were able to fine tune their set ups, scrub
in new tires, give a Viking funeral to old tires, and knock the rust off from the winter. Thank you to
everyone for coming out and playing nice. Then on Sunday April 26 we officially kicked off the 2026
season points events. Again we hit the cap of entries and actually allowed a few extra people to
participate. Final count was 177 timed drivers which included 19 novices. We were able to get a full 6
runs in for all the drivers and wrapped up just about 5pm. A long day for sure, but a good one and an
awesome start to this year of competition. Many class battles came down to final runs and every tenth,
hundredth, or even thousandth of a second mattered.

By the time you read this Event 2 will have occurred on May 3. The Solo Committee is working
diligently on our next event after that, which will be the Chicago Challenge on June 13 and 14. This 2-
day event will be separate from the season points events and have some fun competitive elements
different from your normal autocross event, as well as some exciting social activities. More news on all
of that to come shortly.

We hope to see you out at an event this summer. And be sure to register early!

Chicago Region Track Days

With the vernal equinox almost on the horizon, the Track Committee is eager to "spring forward" to the
2026 season.

Now, on to the 2026 season! Want to get out on track with us? Here's how!
Registration is open for our May and June track days

o May 22 - Autobahn South - on track at 5 PM

o June 21 - Autobahn FULL - on track at 5:15 PM

o  June 27 - Autobahn South - on track at 5:15 PM

Like to have a good time, timed? Our Time Trials and TrackSprint season is shaping up, with
three events on the calendar and more to come:
o  Time Trial @ Blackhawk Farms on October 10.
o  Track Sprint @ Autobahn South on August 28.

Registration information, upcoming events, and links to our webpage for additional details are
available at https://chicagotrackevents.motorsportreg.com

Be sure to take advantage of the early registration discount, available for a short time (three weeks)
after registration goes live! We will not charge your card until the day of the event.


https://o7ez4usab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014C5ijl3H5FRLc6IQOBmfiiDz4M_d5e2F8xxCZmLyo2niDxmcQ_SoO88kVCnjJ6lNLDrZSxrvEBvmov1uqI1ti2wzZQNS9WinR7-yg6hMFNIiD1EkLOEaKeywmoh4Fj6Ka6l7LVb4TuLg-eHjNoSu3XZAPpP5bYYYsePvIYmGtMNvloyMwurC5Q==&c=qzfmc_pwQsXqox4vGRWnUFJUTLqI33fFJeqiM4hBxB20gGH64XAWAA==&ch=KFnIdvZUJxFVH0Ygb2_FjGEc6A1vpv4tL4nc7o9ljYArtAglyGpJHw==

For questions or more information,
contact us at chitrackdaysttregistrar@gmail.com.

We look forward to welcoming you to the track!

2026 Chicago Region New & Returning Members

March 1 — April 28, 2026
Chicago Region is pleased to welcome its new and returning members. If any of you have questions,
please contact the Region board members responsible for your area of interest or the Region
office (listed at the beginning of this issue of Piston Patter). We hope you enjoy your membership and
have fun participating in the various club activities.

Nicholas Bahrs Joseph Lenz
David Batinovic Chenhao Li
Robert M. Blair Steve Loudin

Paul Blake Allan Marcial
Thomas Blankenship Gregory Marsh
Andrew Bollheimer Anneliese McKee
Guilherme Brito Gouvea John O'Connor Sr.
Kevin Calkins Kamil Poplawski
Nicholas Carollo Daniel Powers
Luke Celigoj Mateusz Pudelek
Arman Church Michael Ron
David A. Ciezczak Sebsstuan Salgado-Coto

Charles Croarkin Joy Schaad
Brad Davis Heidi Seagren
Acen Dramaliev Meer Shah

Anna Sparks
Christine Sparks

Spas Dramaliev
Anthony Farrell

Edward Faulkner Jim A. Sparks
Scott Fristrom Sean Varwig
Aaron Garver Glenn Vogel

Joey Ghazanfari Brandon Vogt

Mariana Guzman
Matthew Hephner
Richard Hephner
Vadzim Hirdzei

Oswaldo Jimenez

Michael Matthew White
Teresa White

Mike Williams

Qichen Xu

Iftekhar Ahmad Zaim

James Keck Bacon Zelenka
Tony Koufos David Zhang
Andrew Kung Alex Zielinski

Andrew Lazovski

2026 Chicago Region Solo Schedule

May 3 — Event 2

June 13 & 14 — The Chicago Challenge (non-season points special event)
July 19 — Event 3

August 22 & 23 —Event4 & 5

September 19 & 20 - Event 6 & 7 (Tripod Challenge)

October 18 — Event 8

2026 Chicago Region Track Days Schedule
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2026 CenDiv Road Race Schedule
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Chicago Region 2026 Social Activities

May 16, 2026 - South Elgin High school Car Show & Region Display

August 23, 2026 - Geneva Concours car Show & Region Display
September 12, 2026- Meadowdale Car Show & Region Displace
October 24-25, 2026 - Fall SOS Tour/Rally

Chicago Region SCCA Apparel

SCCA now has an apparel store selling T-shirts, polos, hooded sweatshirts, pullovers, full-zip hoodies,
hats, and safety vests with Chicago Region and SCCA logos.

For apparel information and to purchase items, click HERE.

SCCA Chicago Region | 921 Lawn Circle | Western Springs, IL 60558 US
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